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SIR}  ' 
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The  fubfequent  memorials  are  pro' 
miilgatedbecaufe  I am  not  in  the  .notoriety  of  more 
than  one  having  been  received,  wh^re  their  impref 
fion  may  obtahi  more  deliberate  perufal.  On  this 
occafon  again  beg  leave  to  tejlify  the  refpect 
which > no  tranjition  has'  tended  to  dimin  fh,  I 
am  alfo  hopeful  that  whenever  they  can  be  rendered 
fubfervient  to  the  general  welfare';  the  'abilities 
will  not  be  withheld  that  are  conceived  to  be 
competent  for  every  department  of  Government. 


\va:. 


Such  ate  the  fentiments  I was  free  to  avow 
when  you  approved  the  work  that  had  for  its  obr 
ject,  the  confervation  of  thofe  to  whom  it  has  Jince 
been  effentially  favourable.  Among  other  eventU' 
al  benefits  the  regimen  has  been  efiablifijed,  as 
well  in  hofpitals  as  the  navy  at  large,  that  was 
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Jhown  to  be  Jo  highly  adapted  to  marine  habits, 

% 

and  which  every  Jick  feaman  will  affirm  to  be  more 
conducive  to  his  recovery  than  moji  of  the  articles 
in  nitdicifiai  'prefcriptipn:  Not  lejs  important,  in 

regard  to  their  cure  and  prevention,  is  held  the 
manijejled  origin  of  fevers  now  diflinguijhed  by  a 
term  which  the  Medical  Collogp  will  av^r  to  be 

f « 

moft  appropriate, 

' V 

V Ultimately  i regarded,  however  yet  Jbort  of  oc*. 
(ajion,  aiy  alfo  difcouragements  that  have  been 
equally  injurious  to  the  revenue  and  population 
cftb^,  empire;  whence  the  drum-major’s  apology 
for  finding  fifty  girls  to  the  parijh  within  the  year. 
f'  The  French  Directory,’-  faid  her  ladyfijip, 
ff  have  made  the  de^r  fellow  a General.” 

‘ i j'  .j- ' - V 

When  an  eloquent  Senator  who  fo  diligently 
fills  his  place,  obferved  that  maritime  fervice  had 
ati  equal  claim  to  the  liberality  extended  to  legal 
profeffion,  'it.  was  objected  that  the  former  re- 
quired Ho  laborious  preparatory  fiudies,  no.  at- 
tainment of  expenfive . education^*  That  the 
rtverfe  is.  the  fact  with  regard  to^  a department 
which  attaches  the  highefi  importance, and  rcfpcci 
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fabiliiy»  miiji'be  kfiowti  to  every  part  of  the  Houfe^ 
Hence  the  very  extenjive  want-  of  officers  to  whom 
the  longejl  fervices  afford  no  greater  profpect  than 
an  annual  penfon  of  fifty  pounds,  at  a time  when 
it  is  lefs  than  thirty  twenty  years  ago, 

■ i j 

To  yoUi  Sir,  who  fo  long  and  fo  honourably , 

prejided  where  priority  of  claim  was  never  ex-- 

eluded  by  fuperior  inierejl,  the  confequence  'of  this 
» 

difeouragement  will  be  mor^  efpecjally  evident. 
Under  fuch  circumftances  the  quarterdeck  is  pre- 
ferred to  the  cockpit-,  where  tl^e  fortuitous  event 
of  a Jingle  hour,  may  obtain  what  the  extraordinary 
efforts  of  a long,  period  have  failed  to  produce. 
At  the  fame  time  it  will  be  generally  admitted, 
that  tofave  is  not  lefs  meritorious  than  to  dejlroy. 
The  life  of  Howard  is  more  religioujly  venerated 
than  that  of  Alexander  -,  and  if  I felt  any  gratify 
cation,  when  public  prints  detailed  the  name  in 
reference  to  be  that  of  the  celebrated  furgeon,  of 
the  royal  nayyj*  it  was  only  for  attentions  in. 
which  the  compliment  was  conceived  to  originate. 

\ 

It  is  pleafant  to  toil  in  the  cej'tainty  of  reward^ 
that  are  never procraflmated,  Illujirious  creations^ 
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penfions  worthy  ' of  the  gods,  precious  fiones, 
and' the' jinefi '’woman  in  a'Jeraglio,  are  prof pects  \ 
that  ferve  to  invigorate  every  purfuit-^  hut  more 
arduous  are.  tbejabours  that  have  nothing  to  hope 
fave  the  general  pittance  in  previous  remark.-^ 

' ril  command  a fleet,”  faid  his  future  Lord- 
fiipi  and  throwifig  a fcull  at  the  prdfeffar-s  head, 
immediately'  quitted  the  college,  '■•-'■His  felloiv* 

, Jiudent,  after  forty  years*  fervice,  was  Jiarved  to 
death  during  the  lajl  monopoly  of  corn. ■ 

. T 1 - f 

' 'I  formerly  fuhinitted  to  the  Admiralty  ijilarging 
the  fund  from  -whiGb  the  penjions  of  -wido'ws  of 
every  drfeription  were  then  wholly  derived,  by 
doubling  the- number  of  what  are' called  widow’s 
men,”  and  which  being  adopted  is  Jlill  in  con' 
iinuance.  A fubfequent  addition  did  injujiice 
to  ihofe  whofe  daufe  1 now  feparately  pleaded, 
and  who  arefaid  to.be  again  excluded  in  a recent 
extentiori  qf. further  fupport.  This  I trujl  is  un- 
founded, or  that  it-will  not  be.iMpropes  to  refume 
their  advocation.  JFere  it afubjectfor pleafantry, 
it  might  be  obferved  that  the  afferted  ejlablijh- 
ments  which  have  given  fusb  fpirits  toi'livcly 
l^atrpus,  prefo  nearly  icownenfurat^  wiW  half -pay, 


i 
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that  Govi^hment  ought" char itabUf  to  \inta}g&  th'e 
latter  in  order  to  avert  the  p-ejerenct  bf\w'idow>r 
hood.  Captain  Mizzen’s  penfion  is'  little 
more,c.than  a hundred/ aiy.ear,^  irni  J .Ihall 
**  have,  eighty  p'ounds  when  he’s  ^orie.  .10  a bejt-, 
ter  world.” 

r • . T - • * . *\  » 


Permit,  me  to  add  that  the  reuXedy  §ro^f^ed  if^r 
more  comprehenjive  grievances,  is  ^nipdy.a  refios’a’^ 
tion  of  ultimate  iewurd'hi  'ipsipre/mt:  amotmtph 
former  terms,  with  the  addition  of  a fhilUng  for 

extraordinary  fervicesci:Jk'is\forLGovermnent  to 
judge-  whether,  refpe.ating^iifficers.in  previous cem^ 
ploy,-its\.r.eduction\(.with\jth&  exception' fpecified) 
he  at:  varidncetmitBc.  former  ^cngagementSi  'c-.  I 
fhall  beVallowed  4o' feel  the  more,  in  .this  confidera-^ 
tibnlxthe  pompetmce^recorded'.to  be  due^from  the 
nation  being  comprehended  i'mthe  penfion fpbkeh  of, 
— A noble  Lord,  whom  you  know  to  baveiohg fa- 
voured me  with  his  correfpondence,  did  me  the 
honour  to  fay  the' provifiohs  'he  had  been  able  to 
procure  while  in  office,  'were  fuch  as  -he  could  not 
offer  to  a perfon  whofe  merits  he  fo  highly  re- 
fpected,  and  whofe  claims' to  independence  were 
fo  well  known  to  the  State.  How  far  his  Lord- 
Jbips  delicacy  was  in  my  favour,  may  be  matter 
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for  obfervation  when  J am  no  longer  inierejlcd  iti 

tbe'^decijion.  - ' - viV.  /'i 

• - ^ \ * 

- . < ■ ^ 

1-  The  Jhort  period  now  required  for' the  highejl 
fuperannudtionj  has  been  deemed  unfavourable  to 
retention  where  experience  and  maturity  of  judg- 
ment are  Jo  ejfential,  and  which  was  formerly  the 
object  of  ejlablijhment's  that  Jecured  to  longfervi- 
generally  j the  recompenfe  which  thofe  of  a 
fngle  war  fnay  nowfooner  attain.  -•••  " * 

.,Such  are  the  furthendetails.in  which  I afii  the 
more  ardent,  hecaufe  they  are  the  laji  J Jhall  re-  , 
turn  tofnpply-  It  reafon  I would 

here  acknowledge  ttfy  Obligation  to'  Reviewers,  for 
the  general  coincidence  which  the  clqfe  oftbe  pani-y. 
pbiet.  might  have  more^amply  exhibited,  and  for 
their: liberal  appreciation  of  dhe  labours  from 

V 

which  it  is. ultimately  \tinie  to  retire. 

- V ^ - ’■  ^ 

\ • J.'/  remain.  Sir,  ■ ’■  - I. 

\ • -i  ' U '•  i''  ■(  cf  • I - • 

Tour  very  faithful  fervanty,  ,^  v'> 

...  -r- 

. . WILLIAM  RE;NW1CK. 
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MEMORIAL  t. 

C^IRCUMSTANCES  it  were  eafy  to  fabftan- 
tiate,  have  fhown  the  calamities  of  war  to  be 
leaft  exhibited  in  the  hour  of  engagement.  In 
the  profecution  of  refearches  that  require  to 
have  all  the  publicity  of  which  they  are  fus*- 
ceptible,  there  has  been  frequent  occafion  to 
demonftrate,  that  eftablifhments  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  Majefty’s  feamen,  and  even- 
tually that  of  the  empire,  can  only  be  effectual 
in  the  magnitude  of  ultimate  reward.  It  was 
therefore  propofed  in  a pamphlet  favoured  with 
the  thanks  of  the  Board,  that,  fuperannuation 
after  fifteen  years  fervice,  fhould  generally 
attach  the  penfion  which  is  faid  to  be  in  con- 
templation for  twenty  officers  only. 

. However  extenfive  fuch  a propofition  may 
appear  in  the  abftract,  that  appearance  muft 
vanifh  when  the  importance  of  the  object  to 
which  it  pertains,  has  all  the  confideration  your 
X'ordfhips  will  be  difpofcd  to  .give  it.  It  was 
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long  fince  obferved  by  tribunals  which  announ- 
ced the  writer  to  have  a diftinguilhed  claim  to 
the  “ gratitude  of  the  nation,”  that  unlefs  en- 
couragements fliown  to  be  expedient  were  at- 
tended to,  medical  fervants  would  be  difficult 
to  procm  e.  Numerous  are  the  years  in  which 
• this  attention  has  been  promifed.  Had  it  been 
lefs  protracted,  many  defenders  of  their  coufttry 
might  yet  have  exifted  who  are  now  beyond 
the  reach  of  your  Lordfhips’  protection — it 
need  not  be  added,  that  millions  of  the  public 
money  had  been  eventually  faved. 

In  the  flow  afcenfion  on  a lift  where  there  is 
fo  feldom  a removal  by  promotion,  your  Lord- 
fliips  will  be  fenfible  that,  limited  to  fo  fmall  a 
number,  the  reward  that  has  been  mentioned 
would  only  reach  thofe  whofe  lives  are  extended 
to  the  lateft  period,  and  is  therefore  unlikely  to 
attach  the  moral  refpectability  without  which 
profeflional  knowledge  has  been  found  of  little* 
avail,  more  efpecially  with  regard  to  fubordi- 
nate  duties  that  fliould  be  more  highly  efteemed. 
Prefcriptions,  however  judicious,  are  only  effec- 
tual in  the  fidelity  of  their  preparation;  and 
it  is  not  neceffary  to  detail  the  event  of  fifty 
drops  of  laudanum  where  only  fifteen  are  pre- 
fcribed,  or  that  of  exhibiting  for  the  weakeft 
the  ftrongeft  material  in  the  medicinal  cata- 
logue. Similar  difqualifications  in  the prejcriber 
will  have  a congenial  tendency,  though  Cam- 
bridge itfelf  confers  the  diploma, — In  thefe  con- 
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fiderations  your  Lordfhips  will  be  of  opinion,, 
that  liberal  inftitiitions  would  be  virtually 
expenfive.  More  difcriminate  fliould  alfo  be 
the  uniform  which  officers  whom  it  belt  be- 
comes the  fervice  to  rdtain,  are  afharned  to 
wear. 

Although  the  half-pay  at  prefent  allotted 
to  twenty-five  more  furgeons  than  mafters, 
is  fuppofed  to  be  molt  in  favour  of  the  for- 
mer— its  being  foonell  attained  by  the  latter, 
evinces  the  contrary  to  be  the  fact.  To  this 
virtual  majority  in  favour  of  matters,  that,y^siy 
adds  a fliilling  a-day  more.  They  alfo  retain  a 
greater  fhare  of  prize-money,  and  the  penfions 
of  their  widows  are  in  equal  tranfcendence.  It 
is  for  your  Lordfhips  to  determine  how  far  the 
latter  affociates  the  public  idea  with  regard  to 
profeffional  pre-eminence.  The  writer  is  con- 
fident your  Lordfhips  will  feel  for  the  promif- 
cuous  arrangement  that  continues  fo  unfavour- 
able to  thofe  for  whom  he  has  long  been  a foli- 
tary  advocate,  and  fo  derogatory  to  the  decifion 
of  a Britifh  Senate.  In  this  perfuafion,  he 
fubmits  to  your  Lordfhips  how  far  it  may  be 
expedient  to  equalize  the  provifion  adverted 
to;  a fubmiflion  he  is  the  more  difpofed  to  re- 
fume on  finding  it,  as  ufual,  not  included  in  th^ 
lift  of  other  claims*, 

* A few  days  after  the  receipt  of  this  memorial  was 
^officially  acknowledged,  the  penfion  fpoken  of  was  iu« 

B Z 
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It  will  be  known  to  y^pur  Lordfliips,  that  dif- 
couragements  continue  to:. which  the  caufe  of 
a ferious  complaint  froi-p  a high  commander, 
who  once  prefided  at  your  Lordfliips’  table,  : 
was  officially, ^affigned.  Nearly  fubfequent  to 

that  period  commenced  the  labours  that  have 
been  fo  favourably  recorded,  and  which  while 
others  are  intercepted,  have  eventually  tended 
to  ameliorate  the  fufferings  they  cannot  pre- 
clude. In  having  given  to  the  defenders  of  their 
country  a regimen  more  grateful  and  falubrious 
than  any  in  prior  exiftence,  the  writer  has  at 
lead  the  ffitisfaction  it  is  calculated  to  afford; 

. and  he  trufts  they  will  be  further  preferved  by 
refearches  that  have  been  faid  to  throw  5"  a new 
light  011  iiiciiiy  oj  the  diforclevs  incident  to  Jeonieti, 

His  recommendation  of  foft  bread  []  this  bcis 
fince  been  adopted'}  he  alfo  hopes  will  be  ulti- 
mately regarded,  as  well  as  his  fuggeftion  of 

creafed  from  twenty  to  thirty  pounds;  comprehending 
the  addition  that  was  folicited.  The  fubfequent  letter 
'was  followed  by  a long  apology  for  the  omiffion  of  the 
widows  in  quellion. 

“ Mulgrave-hall,  Sept.  30,  1783. 

“ Sip,  . , , , r . 

o I this  day  received  the  honou^  ot  youi 

letter,  and  in  anfwer  to  it  inform  you  that  the  address 

“ to  his  Majellv  which  I moved  for  in  the  lad  feffion  ot 

Parliament,  extended  only  to  the  widows  of  captains, 

lieutenants,  and  mailers. 

“ I am,  Sir, 

•*  Your  mod  humble  and  obedient  Servant, 

MULGRAVE,” 
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a convalefcent  hofpital  in  a rural  fituation  (for 
which  he  has  had  the  thanks  of  medical  commis- 
fioners),  together  with  the  moll  effectual  pro- 
cefs  ever  difcovered  for  tlie  prevention  of  pes- 
tilential ficknefs. 

In  the  arrangements  faid  to  be  now  pending, 
.your  Lordlliips  will  know  that  compenfation 
for  long  fervices  can  only  be  appreciated  in  its 
immediate  attainment;  and  that  rewards  which 
few  are  likely  to  overtake,  will  fcarcely  be 
held  in  much  eftimation.  At  the  fame  time  the 
writer  is  not  infenfible  that  the  power  of  re- 
warding extraordinary  claims,  has  always  an  ex- 
illence  independent  of  national  cllablifliments*, 

MEMORIAL  II. 

Without  fuch  encouragements  as  are  favour- 
'able  to  prefcription,  raedicine-chefts  reverfe 
the  purport  of  their  inftitution.  Your  Lord- 
Ihips  will  lament  the  want  of  officers  who  are 
only  to  be  obtained  in  the  magnitude  of  ultimata 
reward,  and  the  ludicrous  fubftitutions  in  which 
gratuitous  drugs — foexpenfive  to  the  Hate — are 
not  likely  to  be  ufed  with  either  oeconomy  or 
fuccefs.  It  is  no  contradiction  if  fleets  are 
more  healthy  five  years  after  its  commence- 

* “ There  are  circumllances  In  the  fcales  of  humanity 
‘‘  and  juftice  wliicli  ought  to  fuperfede  every  other  con~ 
•“  fideratioK.”—— -Speech  of  the  minillcr  in  Parliapient. 
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ment,  than  in  the  early  periods  of  war ; this 
being  the  natural  refult  of  habitude  to  the  influ- 
ence of  bilgewater — fliown,  in  the  publication 
tranfmitted  to  your  Lordfliips,  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  malignant  ficknefs  from  the  va- 
pour fo  obnoxious  to  refpiration,  and  which 
it  is  therefore  manifeft  neither  vegetables  nor 
lemon-juice  concur  to  preclude. 

Fourteen  years  are  elapfed  fmce  the  writer 
firft  recommended, the  half-pay  that  was  again 
propofed  when  he  fuccefsfully  pleaded  for  an 
augmentation  to  the  penfions  of  widows. 
Your  Lordfhips  having  limited  that  pay  to 
twenty  feniors,  a provifional  committee  has 
lately — as  necejfary  to  attach  rcfpeclable  cba^ 
**  racters.” — folicited  its  extenfion  to  eighty; 
It  is  fubmitted  to  your  Lordfliips  whether^  in 
fuch  a view,  a hundred  would  not  sound  more 
favourable,  without  any  increafed  expence  de- 
ferving  of  confideration.  In  the  writer’s  fecond 
addrefs  to  Parliament,  it  was  obferved  that  the 
abilities  of  workmen,  of  whatever  defcription  in 
the  community,  are  generally  in  proportion  to 
the  wages  they  receive.  Where  fervice  is  fo  high- 
ly important,  a compromife  for  the  loweft  terms 
will  be  held  incompatible  with  the  public  pros- 
perity. It  is  alfo  for  your  Lordfliips  to  judge 
whether  in  a line  where  promotion  fo  feldom 
occurs,  final  remuneration  fliould  not  be  the 
more  ample,  as  well  as  fuperior  to  pay  with 
which  it  has  been  equalized;  and  whether  its 
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extenfion  to  fix  fliillings  after  the  fervitude 
in  former  reqnifition,  would  not  fecure  for  a 
longer  continuance  the  fervices  which  nine 
years  only  may  fo  early  terminate. 

A pamphlet  for  which  the  writer  was  officially 
honoured  with  the  thanks  of  the  Board,  recog- 
nized the  complaint  of  the  illuftrious  admiral 
to  whom  it  was  replied,  that  as  the  fervice  gave 
no  encouragement  for  attaching  more  refpect- 
able  characters,  medical  departments  mull 
either  remain  vacant,  or  admit  of  fuch  candi- 
dates as  were  willing  to  ferve.  In  the  latter 
confideration,  the  wifeft  commanders  will  pre- 
fer the  chefts  in  which  feweft  articles  are  con- 
tained. 

The  ftate  of  our  fleets  while  engaging  the 
enemy,  from  the  want  of  medical  afliftants, 
muft  be  highly  affecting  to  your  Lordfhips ; to 
whom  it  will  be  obvious  furgeons  alfo  muft  be 
ultimately  wanting,  unlefs  fucceeded  in  the  de- 
partments from  which  they  are  taken.  De- 
cried by  your  Lordfliips  will  like  wife  be  a mode 
of  appointment  fo  little  correfpondent  with  the 
dignity  of  its  importance,  and  the  rank  it  at- 
taches in  military  employ.  The  infults  which 
the  committee  eventually  deprecate,  were  fig- 
nally  manifefted  on  an  occafion  favoured  with 
your  Lordfliips’  protection.  An  abufe  of  power 
has  fince  been  pioufly  argued  by  one  of  the 
ableft  lawyers  that  ever  appeared  in  the  world, 

and  the  penalty  fuch  as  btcamean  Englifh  jury 
to  award. 
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Although  your  Lordfliips  fhould  difapprove 
its  further  extenfion,  you  may  hold  it  eligible 
to  reward  with  the  ultimate  compenfation  that 
has  been  propofed,  thofe  who  have  in  an  efpccial 
manner  exerted  themfelves  for  the  public  wel- 
fare ; nor  will  your  Lordfliips  conceive  that  ex- 
traordinary fervices  are  only  worthy  of  regard 
in  exalted  ftations,  or  the  retention  of  patronage 
that  has  never  in  moral  eftimation  been  deemed 
• the  criterion  of  defert*. 

MEMORIAL  III. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  feflion 
of  Parliament,  a very  refpectable  and  intelligent 
fenator  regretted  in  his  place,  that  conquefli 
had  ^‘thinned  the  ranks”  where  too  early  re- 
ports are  faid  to  have  under-rated  the  extent 
of  the  tragedy;  more  poignant  muft  have  been 
his  concern,  had  he  known  how  much  fuch  a 
confequence  originated  in  difcouragements  fo 

» “ To  the  Coramiflloncrs  of  the  Navy. 

“ Honourable  Gentlemen,' 

“ In  Hating  the  amount  of  my  income,  I do  not 
feel  the  reluftance  to  publicity  by  which  the  gen* 
» eral  interell  is  fo  much  excited ; confident  you  will 
“ only  regret  thO  fortune  of  a veteran  officer  who  has 
“ efTeiUially  contributed  to  the  welfare  of  his  country, 
“ and  whole  particular  claims  to  its  notice  literary  .an- 
wals  have  fo  often  recorded.” 
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oftein  fhdwn  to  be  injurious  to  fervice.  Tb<i 
fcarcity  of  medical  officers  throughout  the  navy 
at  Jai-ge,  but  more  efpecially  in  fleets  that  fail 
to  combat  the  enemy^  is  dreadful  in  the  extreme. 
Ships  that  fuftained  the  greateft  conflict  in  a 
late  engagement^  are  reprefented  to  have  had 
only  the  furgeon ; and  others  but  one,  where 
three  and  four  affiftants  are  the  eftabliftied  com- 
plements. Virtually  among  the  former,  fays 
one  of  its  officers,  was  the  fliip  in  which  the 
real  number  of  wounded  were  feventy-fix, 
though  ftated  from  conjecture  at  an  inferior 
amount;  many  of  them  with  lacerated  limbs 
requiring  amputation,  and  the  earlieft  fufpen-* 
fion  of  hemorrhages  that  otherwife  foon  become 
fatal.  How  much  muft  the  latter  confideration 
diminifli  the  public  joy,  and  caufe  it  to  be  la- 
mented that  the  national  attention  ffiould  be 
more  alive  to  their  orphans  and  widows,  than 
to  the  prefervation  of  fo  rnany  warriors  who 
might  otherwife  have  yet  exifted. 

The  tale  is  the  more  painful  to  contemplate, 
as,  like  the  victories  in  precelTion,  the  combat 
adverted  to  had  been  long  expected,  and  evinces 
the  impracticability  of  averting  the  evil  in  any 
other  way  than  in  caufing  the  only  ftep  of  pre- 
ferment to  be  more  highly  efteemed.  Of  no 
avail  would  otherwife  be  the  fupply  fo  difficult 
to  procure.  Qualifications  do  not'wholly  con- 
fill  in  profeffional and  it  is  in  the  depart- 
nient  of  ficknefs  that  mortality  is-  moftly  ex- 
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fen  five.  Incapacity  for  difpenfation,  has  often 
produced  the  laft  {lumber  where  only  the  repofe 
of  a few  hours  was  intended.  More  painful 
tragedies  are  in  public  notoriety  * they  would 
be  more  notorious  from  clofer  obfervation. 

Such  are  the  facts  with  which  retrenchments 
in  the  falaries  of  office  (the  object  of  financial 
committees)  are  fo  comparatively  trivial — fuch 
the  retrofpect  which  abler  bards  may  live  to 
deplore — the  evils  fuch  to  which  the  writer 
has  fo  often  reverted — fuch  the  calamities  that 
temperate  the  fongs  of  triumph,  reftrain  the 
fprightly  dance,  and  furnifh  materials  for  the 
confternation  of  pofterior  ages. — A fubject  of 
greater  importance  never  occupied  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  ftate.  Had  encouragements  been 
more  liberal,  annual  eftimates  had  not  been  fo 
much  exceeded  by  extraordinaries;  nor  the 
wafle  of  fearnen  conftrained  recourfes  which, 
in  their  eventual  tendency,  the  public  have 
full  to  regret.  Hence  the  continued  exertions 
which,  under  fimilar  cireumflances,  W'ill  be 
found  to  have  no  finiilitiide  in  maritime  hiftory 
— fuch  the  further  efforts  of  an  author  who  has 
effentially  contribirted  to  the  comfort  and  cure 
of  the  fick  as  well  on  fliore  as  at  fea;  and  who, 
when  offered  liberation  and  independence  in  the 
hour  of  captivity,  preferred  the  confidence  in 
which  he  has  been  deluded  till  it  is  too  late  for 
redrefs.  At  the  fame  time  he  has  to  acknow- 
ledge the  favourable  inclination  of  noble  lords- 


( 19  ) 
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who  have  fat,  but  not  prejided,  at  the  table 
where  he  has  reafon  to  believe  the  wifliesr  of 
others  have  often  been  confentaneous’^. 


. , -PROTEST.  ' 

f Read  at  the  table  of  their  Lordlhlps.  ) 

, ' * ' 

At  a late  meeting  of  naval  furgeons,  it  was 
refolved  to  Tolicit  Government  that  the  half- 
pay and  penfion  of  five  {hillings  per  diem,  re- 
cently allowed  for  nine  years’  fervice,  might 
be  extended  to  a number  proportionate  to  that 
of  the  furgeons  of  the  army. 

» ■ f . 

»“  Sir, 

“ Your  bookfeller  has  delivered  to  General  Vaughan. 
“ and  myfelf,  copies  of  your  Third  addrefs  to  Parliament 
“ on  the  interefting  fubje£l  that  has  fo  long  engaged  your 
“ attention,  and  for  which  we  defire  you  to  accept  our 
“ beft  acknowledgements. — I feel  afenlible  cancern  that 
“ you  have  ftill  reafon  to  complain  of  a dependent  and  un- 
“ certain  fituation,  when  your  labours  for  the  public  welfare 
“ entitle  you  at  least  to  ease  and  comfort;  to  which  if  I could 
in  any  fhape  contribute,  I Ihould  think  my  beft  fervices 
“ well  employed.  Your  claims  to  notice  you  have  al- 
ways  exprelfed  with  becoming  modefty;  and  I there- 
, “ fore  the  more  regret  that  fincere  as  my  intention  was 
■“  to  ferve  you,  I could  only  fhow  it  in  a manner  very 
“ inadequate  to  your  juft  pretenfions.  I remain  with 
**  great  regard,  Sir, 

Your  faithful  humble  fervant. 


C 2 


“LISBURNE.” 


< 20  ) 

' Diflentientj  for  the  following  reafons.  ^ 

t.  • ■ ' 1 

I ft.  .Where  the  public  welfare  is  fo  highly 
interefted,  rewards  fhould  be  commenfurate 
with  the  extent  of  their  occafion.  The  pay  of 
any  particular  fervice  fliould  not  therefore  be 
made  the  criterion  for  that  of  another. 

\ 

idly.  Medical  officers  being  moft  difficult  to 
procure  for  the  navy,  evinces  the  neceffity  for 
fuperior  encouragement;  more  efpecially  as 
being  the  fervice  univerfally  conceded  to  be 
moft  eftential  to  the  protection  of  the  country. 

3dly.-  The  early  receffion  which  a fliort  fer- 
vitude  for  the  higheft  remuneration  is  calcu- 
lated to  produce,  and  occafion  for  a penfion 
of  greater  magnitude  at  a remoter  period. 

4thly.  The  injuftice,  as  an  ultimate  reward, 
of  a penfion’s  being  only  equal  to  half-pay ; 
more  efpecially  in  a line  that  affords  no  pro- 
motion, and  where  a want  of  fufficient  encou- 
ragement has  eventually  extended  the  naval 
eftimates,  and  reduced  the  population  of  the 
empire*. 

MEMORIAL'  IV. 

t 

Victory  has  again  recorded  the  importance 
of  thofe  whom  preceding  memorials  were  writ” 

* The  writer  has  attended  no  convention  of  furgeons 
fmee  the  period  in  which  he  addrefled  the  fpccch  that  ha® 
b^epL  Jpng. before  the  public. 
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ten  to  preferve.  From  a continuance  of  evil# 
in  further  fubmiffion,  it  will  be  conceded  by 
your  Lordfhips  that  eftablifhments  are  only 
eifectual,  when  commenfurate  with  the  pur- 
pofes  of  their  inftitution.  Hence  your.  Lord- 
fhips will  leafl;  approve  where  it  fhould  be 
moll  liberal,  the  oeconomy  fo  much  deprecated 
on  other  occafions.  Did  the  writer  occupy  a 
feat  in  the  national  reprefentation,  it  would  be 
eafy  to  Ihow  where  the  fubject  was  moft  fufcepti- 
ble  of  eloquence,  and  the  general  welfare  .mod 
eflentially  interefted.  , 

Though  no  official  ftatement  has  yet  been 
promulgated,  there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  that 
the  combat  moft  recent  in  applaufe,  is  not  the 
•leaft  calamitous  in  the  courfe  of  the  war.  Vain 
•have  been  additions  to  fubordinate  pay  where 
eligible  fervants  can  only  be  obtained  in  a more 
favourable  extenfton  of  ultimate  reward.  Fifty 
pounds  a-year,  as  z.  final  acquifition,.can  have, 
no  allurement  where,  qualification  is  fo  expen^ 
five,  ^nd  the  r’efpectability  of  profeffion  fo  even- 
tually degraded;  yet  fuch  your  Lordfliips  will 
know  to  be  the  higheft  attainment,  except  what 
fo  few  will  live  to  receive,  and  therefore  conr 
fidered  of  no  eftimation.  This  reduction  of  a 
reward  found  to  have  been  infufficient  in  a 
larger  amount,  has  not  favoured  the  want  of 
aid  which  folitary  appointments  continue  to 
deplore.  I could  not  do  more  than  I was 
ftfile,”  faid  a worthy  character  where  mortality 
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from  ficknefs  had  an  extenftve  prevalence,  and 
a conteft  with  the  enemy  might  have  been  more 
difaftrous.  It  is  for  your  Lordlhips  to  judge 
how  far  this  accords  with  fervices  that  have 
been  fo  juilly  appreciated,  or  the  analogy  in 
which  it  iwas  faid  too  much  could  not  be  ex^ 
pended  for  the  protection  of  the  country. 

Such  is  the  indig-ence  to  which  medical  offi-  - 
cers  are  doomed  when  no  longer  capable  of 
ferving!  To  have  no  other  profpect  than  that 
of  ultimately  poffelhng  the  fcanty  pittance  of 
a half-pay  lieutenant,  is  a difcouragement  pro- 
ductive of  the  moft  eventful  details.  • Still  are 
departments  unoccupied  where,  as  predicted 
in  former  communications,  inadequate  means 
have  only  tended  to  reverfe  their  defign.  There 
being,  with  the  trivial  exception  before  men- 
tioned, hut  Jixpeiice  difference  between  the  ulti- 
mate remuneration  for  five  years  and  thelongeft 
fervitude,  few  are  difpofed  to  prefer  fuch  a 
fmall  addition ; more  efpecially  as  thirty  mull 
elapfe  before  it  is  attained.  Although’  the  wri- 
ter has  fen>cd  longer  than  any  other  officer  on 
the  lift  adverted  to,  and  was  eariieft  in  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fervice,  he*  has  yet  only  a claim  to  the 
compenfation  affigned  to  thofe  whofe  firft  ap- 
pointments originated  with  the  prefent  arma- 
ment. - Hence  the  early  recellion  faid  to  be 
generally  intended,  and  to  have  commenced 
during  hoftilities  ; fo  natural  is  it  to  prefer  the 
fame  rewai'd  for  a ffiort  continuance  which  long 
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attendance  is  not  allotted  to  increafe.  How 
forlprn,  in  the  prcfent  ftate  of  the  country,  is 
tlie  confideration  that  though  extended  till  the 
eve  of  life,  fervices  fo  liighly  refpectable  are 
only  to  look  for  a reward  of  half-a-crown  a-day; 
and  that,  with  the  exception  of  twenty  furvi- 
vors,  it  is  never  to  exceed  three  Jhillings!f*t,:-  ■ J 

Pofterity  will  regret  thatfuch  were  the  terma 
where  indifpenfible  officers  were  fo  difficult  to» 
procure,  and  of  whom  fo  many  hundreds  were 
never  procured.  Under  fuch  circumftances  of 
what  utility,  for  reftraining  hemorrhage,  are 
inftruments  furniflied  at  the  public  coft  which 
only  profeffional  hands  have  Ikill  to  apply — • 
what‘ avail  the  chefts  where 'vacancy  fufpends,> 
or  fubftitution  fruftrates  the  intent  of  preferip- 
tion  ? Your  Lordfhips  will  lament  that  While  no 
expence  is  fpared  for  articles  now  in  fuch  multi- 
plication, the  liberality  is  ftill  withheld  on  which 
their  effects  fo  immediately  depend.  Were  the 
writer  required  to  declare  on  the  bible  whether 
he  conceived  the  revenue  expended  on  medical 
fervice  favourable  or  adverfe,  he  could  only 
adopt  the  latter  conclulion. 

Never  did  the  fublimefl  oration  include  a 

theme  fo  highly  pathetic,  or  of  more  political 
' \ 

* W^hen  this  was  made  the  half-pay  of  lieutenants 
forty  years  ago,  it  was  more  than  equal  to  fix  at  the  pre- 
fent  period.  The  pay  of  fervice,  like  the  wages  of 
tradefmen,  lliould  be  in  proportion  to  the  value  of 
money. 
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magnitude ! Your  Lordfhip's  are  competent  to 
redrefs  the  grievance,  or  you  will  deign’  to 
invocate  fuperior  power.  Parliament  will  the 
more  readily  accede,  when  told  that  the  re- 
medy is  to  be  found  in  affigning  to  long  fer- 
vices,  without  limitation,  a provifion  of  which 
the  added  annual  amount  would  feldom  exceed 
a tboufand  pounds,  A hundred  wards  were  faid 
to  refound  with  joy  on  the  introduction  of  a 
regimen  previoufly  extended  throughout  the 
Navy ; not  inferior  would  be  the  feelings  of 
the  Houfe  amid  the  vote  which  every  part  of 
the  realm  would  refponlively  applaud.  It  is 
'indeed a fubject  that  claims  precedence  of  every 
other,  and  in  which  the  deareft  interefts  of  the 
kingdom  are  eventually  comprehended. 


) 


TO  THE 
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PARLIAMEJfT 

OF 

i^reat  98ntam* 

v_C^®Cj,S— > 


Mr  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

National  calamities,  like  difeafes  of  thft 
human  fabric,  are  bell  relieved  by  prevention. 
To  deprecate  future  fcarcity  is  therefore  of 
more  importance  than  to  alleviate  the  pre- 
fent ; which,  though  the  refult  of  an  unfavoura- 
ble harveft,  has  more  than  once  been  preceded 
by  a fimilar,  evil  where  no  fuch  caufe  could 
be  attributed. 

In  a former  pamphlet,  as  well  as  in  periodi- 
cal lucubrations,  I endeavoured  to  rouze  the 
country’s  attention  to  the  moft  eligible  fource 
of  national  opulence ; the  difcuffion  of  which,  at 
a fubfequent  meeting  of  the  Senate,  created 
the  Board  which'  promifed  to  the  community  an 
ample  fupply  of  the  grain  moft  eflential  to  its 
fubfiftence.  This,  however,  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  greateft  improvements  in  agri- 
culture, without  a more  effectual  reftraint  on 
the  commerce  from  which  a fcarcity  will  al- 
ways be  liable  to  errfue.  In  the  details  referred 
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to,  it  was  fhowit  that  the  high  price  of  corn,  in 
peaceable  years,  was  generally  owing  to  expor- 
tation and  the  monopoly  it  occafioned;  whence 
the  neceffity  for  imports  that  may  often  be 
obnoxious  to  health,  from  the  injury  received 
in  the  putrid  atmofphere  defcribed  in  my  In- 
quiry  into  the  nature  and  caufcs  of  jiclincfs  in 
'‘Jhips  of  war” 

Five  years  had  fucceeded  the  above  eftabliih- 
ment,  when  the  country  fullained  the  alarm  for 
which,  as  at  prefent,  a remedy  was  fo  difficult 
tcyprovide.  No  other  proof  is  neceffary  to  e- 
vince  the  defective  ftate  of  the  laws  under  con- 
fideration,  than  that  though  the  previous  har- 
veft  had  fallen  ffiort  of  the  ufual  fupply,  corn 
continued  to  be  exported  for  feveral  months 
after,  and  till  the  confequence  wae  felt  which  it 
was  then  too  late  to  avert.  It  is  therefore 
evident  that  the  criterion  by  which  fuch  Jaws 
are  regulated,  fhould  not  be  the -capricious  or 
delufive  price  of  the  market,  but  whether  there 
be  any  grain  to  /pare.  There  may  otherwife 
be  as  much  to  fear  from  a plenteous  as  from  a 
fcanty  produce  ; and  while  the  community  exult 
in  September,  they  may  have  to  grieve  before 
, the  expiration  of  Auguft. 

At  the  period  firft  mentioned,  a committee 
of  council,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ftate 
of  agriculture,  reported  to  the  Throne  that  the 
country  did  not  produce  corfifufficicnt  for  its  own 
confuniption  ; and  that  a mijiaken  policy  in  the 
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trade  of  that  article,  might  occajion  dearth  toge- 
ther vcith  popular  cofumotion.  After  fuch  a re- 
prefentation,  it  might  have  been  conceived  that 
Britifh  grain  would  be  no  longer  fent  out  of 
the  kingdom  ; but  the  ftatutes  were  futFered  to 
continue  which,  in  favourable  feafons>  operate 
as  an  incentive  for  reducing  the  market  to  the 
ftandard  prefcibed,  in  order  to  obtain  the  per- 
miffion  fo  ufually  followed  with  a progreffive 
advance.  Hence  the  Jhort  contimianbe  of  cheap 
bread,  even  after  the  moll  abundant  fupplies. 

Such  are  the  natural  effects  of  a bounty  ori- 
ginally inltituted  for  the  purpofe  of  exporting 
redundance,  and  the  encouragement  of  agri- 
culture ; it  being  apprehended  that  favourable 
crops  were  more  than  fufficient  for  the  fupport 
of  the  nation.  This  is  now  held  to  be  fo  far 
otherwife,  that,  correfpondent  with  the  report 
in  previous  notice,  it  has  juft  been  detailed  to 
the  Senate,  that  the  country  cannot  be  made  to 
produce  a fufficient  fupply  for  home  expenditure* 
The  apprehenfion  of  their  neceffity  being  there- 
fore now  done  away,  it  naturally  follows  that 
the  laws  which  may  one  day  produce  a famine, 
fliould  no  longer  exift.  Had  the  ftore  formerly 
recommended  been  overtaken  in  their  earlier 
abrogation,  it  would  fully  have  met  the  prefent 
conjuncture. — It  may  here  be  further  remarked 
that  lipce  the  former  communication  on  the 
fcantinefs  of  agriculture,  numerous  acres  have 
been  faorificed  to  the  rage  of  the  day  for  canals ; 
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a commercial  advantage  likely  to  afiimilate  the 
climate  of  England  to  that  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces. It  is  for  hiftorians  to  appreciate  whe- 
ther the  nation  was  happieft  when  rural  occu- 
pations had  nioft  of  its  attention,  or  lince  trade 
and  manufactures  were  found  fo  injurious  to  the 
moral  interefts  of  the  community. 

The  permiffion  adverted  to  is  the  more  to  be 
regretted,  for  its  not  having  always  the  earlieft 
fufpenfion.  Had  exportation  ceafed  at  the  in- 
llant  when  the  firft  magiftrate  of  the  metropolis 
laft  reprefented  its  neceffity,  more  grain  would 
have  been  faved  than  any  other  meafure  was 
adapted  to  effect,  and  Government  muft  have 
lamented  the  w'ant  of  powTr  to  give  it  greater 
celerity. -7-With  refpect  to  the  wants  of  other 
countries,  which  ought  to  be  regarded  as  far 
as  it  is  practicable,  it  may  be  obferved  that  the 
nations  to  which  Britifh  grain  is  ufually  trans- 
ferred, are  thofe  where  cultivation  that  would 
render  it  unnecelfary,  is  eventually  neglected. 
It  is  only  where  induftry  fails,  that  claims  on 
humanity  Ihonld  have  confidence  to  repofe. 

The  high  price  of  corn  has  been  faid  to 
evidence  its  prefent  fcarcity,  but  is  in  reality 
no  conclufive  inference.  It  was  not  without 
occafion,  that  a .noble  Lord  recently  urged  the 
delicacy  of  the  communication  he  rofe  to  fup- 
ply.  No  fooner  did  , Parliament  adopt  the 
apprehenfipn  of  previous  dearth,  than  grain 
it  was  obferved  vanillied  from  the  face  of-tlie 
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earth.— I r,  as  afferted.  Parliament  was  then 
impofed  on  by  thofe  who  were  interelled  in  the 
dclufion,  fuch  impofition  will  in  future  be  belt 
obviated  by  Government’s  afeertaining,  on 
the  termination  of  every  harveft,  the  qua?iiity 
of  grain  'which  the  country  has  produced ; whence 
it  would  early  be  known  how  far  it  was  expe- 
dient to  provide  for  any  deficiency,  and  whe- 
ther fubfequent  fcarcity  was  real  or  artificial. 

During  the  labours  which  literary  courts  pro- 
claim to  deferve  fo  much  from  his  country^  the 
writer  has  had  occafion  to  notice  that  a«  mif- 
ftaken  oecononiy  had  tended  to  depopulate  the 
realm  :.it  has  fince  been  fliown  by  an  abler  poli- 
tician, that  the  inhabitants  are  a third  part 
fewer  than  they  were  a century  ago,  and  that 
country  diftricts  are  defolated  by-  acceffions  to 
manufacturing  towns.  Hence  a want  of  hands 
for  the  purpofes  of  tillage,  and  the  confequent 
increafe  of  grafs  farms. — It  has  been  afked  why 
the  country  was  more  able  to  export  grain  for- 
merly than  at  prefent?  .Admitting  it  not  to 
have  been  always  injurious  with  refpect  to  the 
general  welfare,  it  was  becaufe  a lefs  quantity 
of  territory  was  appropriated  to  pafture  and 
the  maintenance  of  horfes.  In  curtailing  the 
breed  of  the  latter,  amending  the  laws  relative 
to  the  exportation  of  corn,  and  eftablifiiing  a 
public  granary  for  the  refervation  of  two  or 
three  months’  fupply,  chiefly  confifts  the  pre- 
vention of  futsre  fcarcity. 
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Such,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen,' are  the 
fubmitted  remarks  that  were  formerly  more 
extended,  to  evince  the  fource  of  the  alarm 
which  then  occupied  your  deliberations.  This 
was  conceived  to  be  the  effect  of  laws  that  are 
Hill  liable  to  ftarve  the  country,  by  permitting 
fpeculations  in  the  traffic  of  grain  to  diminifti 
the  national  ftock,  on  no  other  certainly  of  re- 
dundance than  the  criterion  fo  generally  fal- 
lacious; whence  occafion  for  expedients  that 
have  never  been  commenfurate  to  the  extent 
of  the  evil.  The  object  of  the  prefent  addrefs 
is  to  preclude  the  return  of  that  necejjity:  a mo- 
tive that  will  not  be  difregarded,  fliould  any 
impropriety  have  efcaped  the  writer  of  which 
he  is  not  confeious.  He  will  have  the  more 
indulgence  in  the  conffderation  of  eircumftan- 
ees,  at  the  hour  of  peace,  from  which  he  has 
not  been  exempted  by  the  annexed  records  ; 
nor  will  it  be  held  inglorious,  if  the  Board  ad- 
-di’efled  in  a note  of  the  preceding  Memorials, 
felt  the  impreffion  a Britifli  Parliament  will 
pot  difdain  to  participate. 

• ■ WILLIAM  RENWICK, 


wi.  f 
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CRITICAL  APPROBAtlONj 

Relative  to  the  subject  of  the  Memorials. 

In  the  work  before  us  the  public  are  fa- 
voured with  a variety  of  matter  on  medical  fub- 
jects,  and  feveral  ufeful  hints  are  thrown  out 
for  the  better  regulation  and  treatment  of  his 
Majefty’s  feamen,  which  we  doubt  not  will  one 
day  be  duly  attended  to.  The  fifth  letter,  re- 
lative to  the  manning  of  the  navy,  is  of  the  laft 
importance  to  the  health  of  the  Ihip’s  company. 
— Thete  is  a clafs  of  men  who  are  peculiarly 
indebted  to  the  author ; we  mean  the  navy  fur- 
geons.  However  flow  may  be  the  redrefs 
of  their  grievances,  one  day  or  other  they 
muft  be  attended  to ; otherwife  the  fervice  muft 
become  odious,  and  men  of  refpectability  fcorn 
to  be  employed  in  it. 

Mr.  Renwick,  in  this  publication,  warmly 
efpoufes  the  interefts  of  his  brethren  the  navy 
furgeons,  who  labour  under  many  difadvantages 
that  are  eventually  injurious  to  the  public. 
He  ufes  very  cogent  arguments,  and  we  hope 
he  will  prove  a fuccefsful  advocate. 

We  took  occafion  to  recommend  Mr. 
Renwick’s  Second  Addrefs  to  Parliament,  as 
breathing  fentiments  of  humanity  and  liberality 
towards  thofe  whofe  fervices  are  of  the  firfl 
confequence  to  the  nation.  It  gives  us  pleafurc 
to  fee  him  perfevere  where  the  fubject  is  fo 
highly  important;  and  whether  he  be  fuccefsful 


or  not,;  ftill  he.  is  entitled  to  thp  thanks  of  the 
navy  in  particular.,,  as  .weH^as,  the  country  at 

hay,c,often,h^d  oecafxoato  praife  Mr. 
Renwick  for  qis,  unremitting  attention  to  the 
Navy.  Every  humane  reader  nuift  wifli  fu.c- 
cefs  to  his  exertions  in  favour  of  feamen,  fur* 
geons  and  their  widows. 

Mr.  Renwii-k  fleps  forth  once  more  tbc' 
friend  of  mankind,  particularly  thofe  who  are  the 
great  bulwark  of  the  nation.’  He  laments  and 
reprobates  the  parfimony  that  difcouragea 
medical  fervice  where,  difeafes  are  fhown  to 
be  mifpnderl^odj^  or  .^fcribed  to  inadequate 
“uffS.,  „ , , .•  „ . ■ ■ 

Moll  of  ttiefe  letters Jiaye  aj3pearedJn  the 
public  .prints.  Tfe  ..editor’s  attenti«h  to  their 
collection  merits  commendation ; for  the  wri^ 
ter  of  them  (Mr.  Renwick)  has  a juji  clamiJo 
ihe  gratitude  and  refpecf,.  pot  otily  of  medical  gen- 
^ tlcmen,  but  of  the  Britijb  nation  at  large.^* 

Monthly  and  othef  Reviewers. 
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